19th Sunday After Pentecost
Communion Sunday
October 4, 2026

*Please stand as you are able
Entrance

Meditative Music
Announcements
Chiming the Hour
Opening Voluntary

Jeanne Banks, Pianist

O God Beyond All Praising- Page Lynn Meeks, Organist

Greeting
*Call to Worship:
Karla Pagans, Liturgist

L: We gather today before the God who first loved us, who brought us out of bondage, and
who calls us into covenant relationship.

P: We come as God's people, grateful for grace and ready to listen.

L: God has given us commandments—not as a burden, but as a way to teach us how to love
God and love one another.

P: We desire to walk in God's ways and live as faithful people.

L: God has entrusted us with a vineyard, a community, a life, and gifts beyond measure.

P: May we remember that all we have is a gift from God. Let us worship the God who
calls us, loves us, and entrusts us with the work of faithful living.

No. 662
No. 885
Children’s Choirs

*Hymn of Praise Stand Up and Bless the Lord (vs 1-4)
*Affirmation of Faith A Modern Affirmation
Special Music God Walks With Me - Burrows
Invitation to the Children (all sing)
This, this is where children belong, welcomed as part of the worshiping throng.
Water, God’s Word, bread and cup, prayer, and song: This is where children belong.
Children’s Time

(Afterwards, children in preschool through 2™ grade may go to Children’s Church).

Proclamation and Response

Scripture Matthew 21:33-46 NT pg. 22
Scripture Exodus 20:1-20 OT pg. 63
Liturgist: The Word of God for the people of God.
People: Thanks be to God!
Sermon Living into the Gift of Freedom Pastor Keith Vernon

Offertory When in Our Music, God is Glorified

(Please tear off the pew pad attendance sheet and place in the offering plate.)

*The Doxology Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow No. 94
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise God, all creatures here below,
Alleluia! Alleluia! Praise God, the source of all our gifts! Praise Jesus Christ, whose power
uplifts! Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

*Offertory Prayer

Call to Prayer (all sing) All I Need Is You TFWS No. 2080
All I need is you, Jesus, all | need is you. You are the source of all | need. All | need is you..

Prayers of the People

Let us begin with a moment of silence,

Good and gracious God we come in this moment giving you praise and thanksgiving for the
gift of your relentless love that never stops chasing us. We are joined in heart and spirit to lift
our prayers to you,

Together, let us pray for

The people of this congregation............................. Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Those who suffer and those in trouble... ................. Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.
The concerns of this local community..................... Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.
The world, its people, and its leaders...................... Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.
The church universal-its leaders, its members, and its mission........... Lord in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Anthem Total Praise - Smallwood Chancel Choir
Invitation to the Table

Prayer of Confession and pardon Gracious and loving God, you have called us into
covenant with you, yet we confess that we have not always lived faithfully according
to your ways. Forgive us when we place our own desires, possessions, and ambitions
before you and forget that all we have is a gift from your hand. Forgive us when we
fail to love our neighbors, seek justice, show mercy, and bear the fruit of faithfulness
you desire. Turn our hearts back to you, and teach us to receive your commandments
as a guide for faithful and loving living. By your grace, make us faithful stewards of all
you have entrusted to us, that our lives may bear fruit for your kingdom. In the name

of Christ Jesus we pray, Amen.

The Prayer of Great Thanksgiving

The Lord’s Prayer No. 895

Sending Forth

*Closing Hymn Take My Life, and Let it Be No.399
*The Acolyte Ministry
*Benediction
*Benediction Response

May You Run and Not Be Weary TFWS No. 2281



May you run and not be weary. May your heart be filled with song, And may the love of God
continue to give you hope and keep you strong. And may you run and not be weary. May
your life be filled with joy! And may the road you travel always bring you home. Mrs. Meeks

*Postlude Hymn Reprise
CCLI License Number 2745989

Serving This Week:

Liturgist: Karla Pagans

Acolyte: Isaac Godfrey

Children’s Church: Heather Quinn
Greeter: Nathan Angle

Usher: Benny Gibson

10 AM Nursery: Terry Moran

Nursery: Melissa Osborne

AV Team: Ben Clements, John Godfrey
Counters: Cindy Smith, Glenda Thompson
Communion Servers: Tyler & Ti Godfrey

Serving Next Week:

Liturgist: Don Ranson

Acolyte: Jovie Angle

Children’s Church: Martha Sue Gibson
Greeter: Annette Board

Usher: Benny Board

10 AM Nursery: Amanda Zamora

Nursery: Peggy Hodges

AV Team: Steve Eitner, Mike Meeks
Counters: Martha Sue Gibson, Becky Newbill

Keith Vernon, Pastor
Lynn M. Meeks, Director of Music Ministries/Diaconal Minister

Jeanne Banks, Pianist

Valerie Latimer, Finance Manager

Pam Thompson, Office Manager

Jennifer Ardis, Nursery Attendant

Rebecca Dillon, Children’s Church Coordinator
Matthew & Amanda Cooper, Custodian



In Our Prayers

Forget-Me-Nots: please remember these individuals in your prayers: Ann Coffey, Jerry
Davis, Peggy McAndrew, Phillip Roseberry, Suzanne Ross, Peggy Santrock

Please keep the following individuals, families, and ministries in your prayers: Don
Angle, Hannah Bittner, George Board, Susan Cain, Debbie Caulder, Jennifer Cooper,
Rosalind Cooper, Harriett Copeland, Rodney Cundiff, Jerry Davis, Willie Denny, Arnold
Dillon Sr., Forrest Dunbar, Sandra Funk, Tim Funk, Johnny Guilliams, Sarah Hambrick, Jean
& Bobby Hodges, Lisa Gail Hundley, Linda Hoffman-Keith, Cindy Markey, Lori McClure,
Bettyann Melvin, Pat Owsley, Peggy Sink, Ezra Smith, Davida Stewart, Steve Tobey,

Let us also pray for: Those who do not yet know Christ; Our country and its leaders; Our
church and its ministries; Those serving in our armed forces; All who are suffering because
of war, violence, and conflict; Those who are grieving, lonely, or in need of God's comfort
and peace

May we hold these names and concerns before God with faith, compassion, and
hope, trusting in God's unfailing love and care for each person.

Meetings and Announcements:

Monday, October 5

Tuesday, October 6
Tuesday, October 6

Tuesday, October 6
Tuesday, October 6

Wednesday, October 7
Wednesday, October 7
Wednesday, October 7

7:00 PM Boy Scout Meeting

9:30 AM Women’s Bible Study
5:30 PM Worship Team Meeting

6:00 PM Jubilant Ringers
6.00 PM Trustee’s Meeting

11:00 AM Congregational Care Team Meeting
5:00 PM Wonderful Wednesdays
7:00 PM Chancel Choir

Heavenly Manna - Heavenly Manna is requesting canned fruit/applesauce (pop-top only)
and cooking oil this month. Every item supports their work of offering nourishing meals to
families in need. .

Church Newsletter Items Due October 15 - Newsletter items for the next edition are due
October 15. Please send in any ministry updates, events, or announcements you'd like
included to admin@rm-umc.org.

Sunday Small Groups - Join us each Sunday from 10:00-10:45 AM for seven lively small
groups throughout the church—there’s a place for everyone to grow, connect, and enjoy
fellowship.

Busy Bags Available - Children may pick up a Busy Bag with quiet activities from the small
coat rack in the Narthex and return it after worship.

Record Attendance Volunteer Needed - Make a Difference - One volunteer is still needed
to record attendance weekly. If you feel led to serve, contact Cindy St. Clair at
vacljones@gmail.com or 757-235-3638.

Communion Rail Offering - Today’s communion rail gifts support the Henry Fork Service
Center, a ministry offering care, learning, and hope to local children and families. Every
contribution strengthens this vital outreach.

Youth Group Fall Hike - Today after worship, the Youth Group will grab their lunches and
head out for a crisp, colorful fall hike. It's a wonderful chance to enjoy God’s creation, share
laughter, and soak in the beauty of the season.

Mountain View District UWF Annual Meeting - Today at 2:30 PM - The Mountain View
District UWF will gather for a joyful time of fellowship, inspiration, and district-wide
connection. All are invited to be part of this uplifting event.

Sign up for Pictures! Call Mittie Hambrick 540-484-2457 or submit pictures to
aquamittie@gmail.com. Pictures taken October 17 & 18.


mailto:Aquamittie@gmail.com

